SPEAKER BIOS

Silvia Fernandez

Program Director – International Coalition of Sites of Conscience, USA
Fernandez manages key aspects of the Coalition’s Program Department.  She oversees the Coalition’s Project Support Fund, intended to provide holistic support to member sites, combining financial support, methodological resources, advocacy and promotion, and manages the European and Latin-American Sites of Conscience networks.   Fernandez joined the Coalition three years ago after over 7 years of experience working for and supporting various NGOs devoted to a spectrum of human rights issues including education, transitional justice and advocacy (Center for the Study of Human Rights at Columbia University, the International Center for Transitional Justice, Witness and Amazon Watch among others).

Fernandez holds a MA in International Education with an emphasis on Human Rights and International Development Education from New York University (USA) and a BS (Social Sciences) in Politics and International Relations from University of Southampton (United Kingdom).
Leyla Neyzi
Professor, Sabancı University, Turkey
Leyla Neyzi, who received her Ph.D. from Cornell University, is Professor at the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at Sabancı University. An anthropologist and oral historian, she works on identity, nationalism and minorities, subjectivity, and the anthropology of youth and childhood. Her publications include Speaking to One Another: Personal Memories of the Past in Armenia and Turkey (with Hranush Kharatyan-Araqelyan) (Bonn: dvv International, 2010); “Oral History and Memory Studies in Turkey” in Turkey’s Engagement with Modernity: Conflict and Change in the Twentieth Century (Celia Kerslake, Kerem Öktem, Philip Robins, eds. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010); “Remembering Smyrna/Izmir: Shared History, Shared Trauma.” History and Memory 20(2)Fall/Winter 2008: 106-127; “Strong as Steel, Fragile as a Rose: A Turkish Jewish Witness to the Twentieth Century.” Jewish Social Studies 12,1 (Fall 2005): 167-189; “Remembering to Forget: Sabbateanism, National Identity and Subjectivity in Turkey.” Comparative Studies in Society and History 44, 1 (January 2002): 137-158. 
Meltem Ahıska

Professor, Boğaziçi University, Turkey
Meltem Ahıska, is professor of Sociology at Boğaziçi University. She is currently teaching on issues of social memory among other subjects. She is the author of a number of books the most recent being Occidentalism in Turkey: Questions of Modernity and National Identity in Turkish Radio Broadcasting (I.B.Tauris, 2010). Her articles and essays in the fields of Occidentalism, social memory, national identity, and gender have appeared in various edited books and journals including Defter, Toplum ve Bilim, New Perspectives on Turkey, and The South Atlantic Quarterly. She has participated as an editor in journals such as Akıntıya Karşı, Zemin, Defter, Pazartesi, and is currently in the editorial board of Red Thread e-journal. She has published a book of poems, and co-curated exhibitions such as "The Person You Have Called Cannot Be Reached at the Moment: Representations of Life-styles in Turkey, 1980-2005", and “Hikayemi Dinler misin? Tanıklıklarla Türkiye’de İnsan Hakları ve Sivil Toplum” (“Would you listen to my story? Human rights and civil society in Turkey through testimonies,”  2004).
Banu Karaca
Visiting Scholar, Sabancı University, Turkey
Banu Karaca is a Visiting Scholar at Sabancı University's Faculty of Arts and Sciences. She focuses on the politics of art through the lens of nationalism, modernity, cultural policy and cultural politics, museums, memoralization, the art world and visual culture. After receiving her M.A. from Goethe University (Frankfurt/Main, Germany) she studied cultural anthropology at the Graduate Center of The City University of New York. Her dissertation "Claiming Modernity through Aesthetics: A Comparative Look at Germany and Turkey" examines how divergent claims regarding the civic, socio-political and economic impact of art are mediated among the many actors that constitute the art world in Berlin and Istanbul. Banu is currently part of "Black Ribbon", a research platform that documents and analyzes censorship in the arts throughout Turkey, and continues her research on the possibilities and limitations of art in reconciliation processes.
María Eugenia Mendizábal
Program for the Recovery of the Historical Memory of ex Clandestine Center of Detention Torture and Annihilation, Olimpo, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Since 2006, Mendizábal is the member of the team that develops the Program for the Recovery of the Historical Memory of ex-Clandestine Center of Detention, Torture and Annihilation “Olimpo.” She coordinates the research initiatives of the program. She has developed the following projects:  the pedagogical visit to the site, the life stories of detained disappeared, the forbidden literature and the neighborhood memories. She has published articles in journals, books and has participated in scientific meetings on the subject both in Argentina and abroad.

Previously, she worked both in research and intervention in the areas of citizen's security and historical research at the Center for Legal and Social Studies (Centro De Estudios Legales Y Sociales – CELS). Prior to that she had organized the personal archive of HR referent Emilio Mignone, founder of CELS and APDH. Her master thesis was focused on the material culture of tradition in Argentina and her doctorate thesis is going to be focused on memories of political repression and material culture of Argentina.

Mendizábal belongs to two groups of social science researchers in National University of Buenos Aires (UBA) and in Instituto de Desarrollo Económico y Social (IDES). The first one focuses on literary figures and representations of social catastrophe whilst the other nucleates researchers in the field of Memory Studies. 
Fatna El Bouih

Activist, Derb Moulay Cherif, Morocco 

Fatna El Bouih was first arrested in Casablanca as an 18-year-old student leader with connections to the Marxist movement. Over the next decade she was rearrested, forcibly disappeared, tortured, and transferred between multiple prisons. While imprisoned, she helped organize a hunger strike, completed her undergraduate degree in sociology, and began work on a Master's degree. El Bouih went on to become a high school teacher after her release from prison and continues to devote herself to human rights. 
El Bouih stands as a well-known Moroccan activist whose life embraces a remarkable trajectory and a wide array of roles: former political prisoner, writer, academically trained sociologist, witness, individual claimant for truth commission reparations, and, most recently, maker of museum-based memorials at Derb Moulay Cherif, once Casablanca's torture center during the country's colonial and post-independence era regimes. The museum project also focuses on Morocco's largest urban agglomeration, Casablanca, and targets a sector of the city and its inhabitants' rights as citizens in order to consider the variety of ongoing and future Moroccan communal reparation projects.
Renata Stih & Frieder Schnock

Artists, Germany

Stih & Schnock are conceptual artists who explore how memory functions in the social sphere and how it is reflected symbolically in urban spaces. They explore how the intrusion of art in public space affects everyday life through their projects, which include: Places of Remembrance in Berlin--Schöneberg (1993), BUS STOP (1994/95), Invitation -- Berlin Alexanderplatz (1997/98) and The City As Text (2007). Another focus is art collections as places of collective memory. Examples include: Show Your Collection - Jewish Traces in Munich Museums (2008), Who Needs Art - We Need Potatoes (1998) at the Staatsgalerie Stuttgart, The Art of Collecting - Flick in Berlin (2004) and the curatorial concept LIFE~BOAT. 
They are currently working on an art and architecture project for the Nelson Mandela School in Berlin called "Time Islands", reflecting human rights issues. 
Prof. Renata Stih has taught art and technology, film and media at the University of Applied Sciences in Berlin for many years. Frieder Schnock received his PhD in art history and is a former curator at the Museum Fridericianum in Kassel. Based in Berlin. Rockefeller fellows Stih and Schnock  have lectured at numerous European and American institutions, including the Zurich College of Art, UCLA, UC, Princeton, Columbia, Emory, Dartmouth, Harvard, and Brown.  They are the Freund fellows at Washington University, Sam Fox Graduate School of Art in St. Louis in 2012/13, where they will be creating an installation on institutional critique at the St. Louis Art Museum. www.stih-schnock.de
Kate Turner

Director, Healing Through Remembering, Northern Ireland
Healing Through Remembering (HTR) is an extensive cross-community organisation made up of a range of individual members holding differing political, social and religious perspectives who have come together to focus on the issue of how best to deal with the past relating to the conflict in and about Northern Ireland.  As Director of HTR Kate manages all aspects of the organisation’s development in conjunction with the Board of Directors.  She has over 20 years experience in the voluntary sector and has been involved with HTR since the beginnings of the organisation in 1999.  
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